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October 16, 2006

Is the Cape Coral government taking us for a ride backwards?

Open comments to the City Council and public:

Who would believe that two hundred fifty-six years after it was first uttered from the fiery pulpit
of Reverend Jonathan Mayhew in Boston in 1750, and later made famous by Patrick Henry in the
heated period leading to the American Revolution in 1776, the cry of “no taxation without
representation” would be just as applicable today right here in a good old USA “River City,” that
is Cape Coral, Florida.

This is not so much a brief history reminder, but a lesson that history can and does repeat itself
when public vigilance is replaced by complacency, when unchecked government power and
arrogance betrays the public trust, when the pursuit of undue profits, fame or fortune “corrupts”
the processes of government in the service of the people, or when incompetence of government
renders itself ineffective to address the needs of the people. These conditions have conspired
today to take us, in effect, backwards to where we were in yesteryears. Rulers! Robber barons!
Subjects of the crown! Us and them! Déja vu all over again!

The Cape Coral City Council and its administration, operating on a “growth pays for growth”
philosophy and a planning methodology of “damn the consequences” and “full steam ahead,” with
what is, in appearance and effect, if not outright intent, unplanned development —often against the
wishes and outcries of the people- that is creating a crisis that threatens to bring about a disaster
for the City and its tax paying residents and citizens.

The key issues generating a deepening sense among the people of a disconnected government and
its abandonment of the protection of their interests, especially the tax paying homeowners, are
represented in the Utility Expansion Project (UEP) and the increasing financial burdens and other
anxieties it has imposed; haphazard and “near-secret” re-zoning actions that impact and threaten
established neighborhoods, community life and property; rejection or effective exclusion of input
from the public and incorporation of their concerns and protections of their interests; a valid
perception of an “inequitable” alliance with developers and special interests that has displaced its
responsibilities and duties, as elected representatives of the public interests; violations of State and
local ordinances, as determined by the State Operational Audit #2006-182; and serious
inadequacies in project management and oversight by the City administration that go unaddressed
or may have only been “selectively” addressed by an elected City Council with responsible
jurisdiction.

Clearly at the top of the list, based on the outcries from homeowners in SW1, SW2 and SW3, is
the hot issue of the current SW4 UEP and the escalating assessments and associated impact fees.
The ongoing opposition by the public clearly has signaled the government that something was
going terribly wrong with the roll out of the plans (i.e., the Cape Coral Comprehensive Plan and
the Master Utility Expansion). There have been sincere public presentations, protests, pleas, and
even law suits. Yet, the City moved ahead; stopped temporarily, due, in part, to petitions and a
strong public outcry; and is now, again, executing SW4, with no yet agreed to assessments or cost
allocation plan in place. Will this be a “this-is-the—best-we-can-do” so “take-it-or-leave-it”
offering headed our way! There are some stark questions and decision making about the costs,
prices, methods, and even the City’s own competence to effectively oversee such a project,
without bankrupting the people and the City in the process. The outcry and opposition was strong
enough in Marco Island to initiate a successful recall petition drive over similarly priced
assessments. What real choices do the public have when they are abandoned or even exploited by






